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Having a strong foundation…

Est. 1986

Est. 1995



Addressing the gap in structures …



ROTOS evolution 

1st Iteration

European Cooperation in
Occupational Therapy 

Research & Occupational 
Science

Reported 2013

Did not continue.  

Stage 2



Attendees identified the need for …..
• the establishment of a research “leg” of OT-EU –

drive formation of a network

• wanted it to be practice focused

• wanted the small voice of Occupational Therapy 

in Europe to be amplified by research

• wanted occupational science to be involved

• wanted it to be open to all levels of researchers -

practicing clinician to research leadership roles 

• A committee (small) should be formed to progress



2nd Iteration - ROTOS Current Committee

Alison Laver-Fawcett (Vice Chair) Niall Turner (Funding)

Panagiotis Siaperas (Link to ENOTHE Board)

Esther Steultjens (Chair)

Naomi Hankinson (Link to COTEC Board)





New development = Interface with the COTEC Register of Experts



Review 2nd Iteration
Integrating into 

environment
Continue Agile PM 

approach





Establishing a European network….

COST Actions are a flexible, fast, effective 

and efficient networking instrument for 

researchers, engineers and scholars to 

cooperate and coordinate nationally funded 

research activities. COST Actions allow 

European researchers to jointly develop 

their own ideas in any science and 

technology field. Funded for 4 years.





Agreed good fit for ROTOS task …..

24 researchers agreeable to 
be involved

9 EU countries represented

Criteria for 3 ITC met

Host - Radboud University 

Announcement



Next stages…collaborative approach

1
• Science and 

Technology

• Networking

• Esther co-ord. 
with co-writers

2
• Impact

• Alison co-ord. 
with co-writers

3
• Implementation

• Work Packages

• Niall co-ord. 
with co-writers





Audience participation .…….



niall.turner@rotos.eu

http://www.oteurope.eu/research/

mailto:niall.turner@rotos.eu
http://www.oteurope.eu/research/


Questions regarding COST Action .….

1. What are the challenges undertaking research that can be included 
as a justification for our COST action?   

2. What activities should be included in the COST action?  Any that 
should not?  

3. If we were to be awarded a COST action what would be the 
challenges to it being successful?  

4. To sustaining it after the 4 year funding has ended?  


